THE   GOLDEN   AGE

Rtschgttz.
A MUSICIAN CROSSES THE CHANNEL

Joseph Haydn paid at least two visits to England. On one of his journeys to this country
the ship passed through a terrible storm. In tike above picture, after the artist Hangman, the
incident is realistically illustrated. It is interesting to note that this adventure afloat so affected
the composer that it afterwards found expression in the powerful piece " The Seasons," and
in his oratorio " The Creation."

the Hungarian border. Very early in
life he began to sing, and at the age of
six sang in performances of Masses in
the church choir and played the clavier
and the violin. He also created a great
sensation at a local festival when he
gave an impromptu performance on
drums strapped on the back of a hunch-
back boy, so that the child could reach
them!

Quartet and Symphony.

He joined the choir of St. Stephen's
Cathedral, Vienna, and studied under
Porpora, a celebrated Neapolitan com-
poser and teacher of singing. Haydn's
parents were too poor to support him
and he had a hard struggle to make
both ends meet until, in 1755, a

wealthy Viennese music-lover invited
him to take charge of his private
orchestra at Weinzil. For the orchestra
he wrote a series of eighteen works
called "Divertimento," scored for strings
with parts for oboes and horns, which
were the forerunners of the Quartet
and Symphony.
In 1763 Haydn accepted the post of
Kapellmeister to Prince Esterhdzy at
Eisenstadt, where he remained until the
death of his patron in 1790. His output
of music during these years was enor-
mous. Haydn's finest works were
produced during the last years of his
life. In 1791 he paid his first visit to
London, where he produced six new
symphonies at the Hanover Square
Rooms. Three years later he again